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Existing group membership mechanisms provide consistent views of membership changes. How-
ever, they require heavyweight synchronous multicast protocols. We present a new lightweight
group membership mechanism that allows temporary inconsistencies in membership views. This
mechanism uses epidemic communication techniques to ensure that all group members eventually
converge to a consistent view of the membership. Members can join or leave groups, and we show
that the mechanismisresilient to & < n — 2 members failing by crashing, where n is the number
of membersin the group.
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1 Introduction

Group membership mechanisms are an integral part of implementing many distributed services. Such
mechanisms allow individual processes to dynamically join and leave a set of processes to facilitate some
task. For example, consider areplication service in which each dataitem is stored at £ sites, for avariable
parameter k. If k increases or some of the sites fail, other sites will need to dynamically join the group
responsiblefor maintaining the item in order to achieve the required resilience.

We present anew definition and implementation of the group membership problem based upon epidemic
communication [Alon87, Demers88, Demers89]. Epidemic communication allows temporary inconsisten-
cies in shared datain exchange for low-overhead implementation. More specifically, information changes
are spread gradually throughout the process “ popul ation” without incurring the latency and bursty commu-
nication typically used to achieve ahigh degree of consistency. Thisis particularly important for wide-area
systems, where failure is common, communication latency is high, and groups may contain hundreds or
thousands of members.

Of course, applications must be willing to tolerate temporary inconsistencies. One exampleis a name
service [Oppen8l, Schroeder84, Terry85], in which location information can be treated as a hint. Hints
provide good performance aslong asthey are usually correct and the cost of identifying and recovering from
out-of-date hintsis low. For similar reasons, distributed load balancing isan ideal application for epidemic
techniques.

A necessary question is exactly what “ correctness’ means when groups are dynamic, communicationis
epidemic, and processes can fail. Before giving our implementation, wefirst formally specify the correctness
and resilience conditions to be achieved by the group membership protocols. These have the flavor
of epidemic communication guarantees [Alon87, Demers88, Demers89], namely eventual convergence
of group views in a probabilistically bounded time. However, we also guarantee k-resilience of group
communication and we guarantee that processes temporarily joining a group see past updates. These
conditions are much stronger than would be guaranteed by simply propagating group information via
known epidemic protocols.

In [Demers88, Demers89] three epidemic communication methods are specified: direct mail, rumor
mongery, and anti-entropy. Each propagates the update at different rates, requiring different amounts of
message traffic and providing different guarantees on eventua consistency. Direct mail propagates an
update to other replicas using a single unreliable multicast datagram. A replica can use rumor mongery to
send recent updates to other replicas, again using unreliable datagrams. Pairs of replicas perform areliable
exchange of database contents in an anti-entropy session. The techniques can be combined, using direct
mail or rumor mongery for fast, unreliable propagation, while anti-entropy provides areliable backup if the
other methodsfail.

Our group membership mechanism can use direct mail and rumor mongery, as described above. In
addition, it utilizes a variant of anti-entropy termed timestamped anti-entropy [Golding914]. In contrast to
the earlier anti-entropy protocol, processes using it can determine when all other replicas have observed an
update. Thisforms the basis of a group consensus mechanism which is used to loosely synchronize group
membership information.

In contrast to our work, previous group membership mechanisms ensure greater consistency of group
views at the expense of latency and communication overhead. Both the I SIS system [Birman87, Birman91]
and a group membership mechanism by Cristian [Cristian89] are built on top of atomic broadcast protocols,
and hence provide each process with the same sequence of group views. Ricciardi [Ricciardi9l] isinves-
tigating an aternative group membership mechanism for Isis which does not use the underlying atomic
broadcast. However, it still usestwo- and three-phase commit protocol sto maintain consi stent group views.
Finally, the Arjuna system [Little90] maintainsalogically centralized group view via atomic transactions.



Theremainder of our paper isorganized asfollows. In Section 2, wegiveour systemmodel. In Section 3,
we give some background on epidemic communication techniques and the properties of the underlying
protocolsusedin our implementation. Section 4 contains adescription of our group membership mechanism
and its correctness and resilience conditions. Specific protocols for implementing this mechanism are in
Section 5, and in Section 6 we discuss some experimental results on the fault tolerance and performance of
those protocols. We conclude with a summary and future work in Section 7.

2 System model

Throughout this paper, the word time refers to real time, as opposed to any virtua time measure. When
an event is said to happen eventually after time ¢, the probability that the event will not happen during the
period (¢,t + 8] goesto zero as 6 — oc.

The system includes a set P of processes, some of which are group members. A process can fail by
crashing. Each process has a unique identity, and once a process has permanently failed it ceases to exist
for al time. No assumptions are made about the rates at which processes progress, and it isimpossibleto
distinguish between a slow process and one that has exhibited a temporary performance failure.

Every process p has a clock, denoted clock(p); the value of the clock at real time ¢ is clock(p,t).
This clock alows every important event in the process to be assigned a distinct, monotonically increasing
timestamp. The clocks are loosely synchronized,* and differ by at most a constant ¢ :

(Vt)(Vp, q € P)|clock(p,t) — clock(q,t)| < .

We assume that processes have a mean time-to-failure (MTTF) much longer than the time required to
perform the anti-entropy protocol. Such processes can be constructed from less-reliable processes if stable
storageis available; thisisthe approach often taken on Unix systems.

Thetransmission time of messagesisnot bounded. The communication network does not alwaysdeliver
messagesin FIFO order, and it may lose or duplicate messages from timeto time. It does not spontaneously
create messages. No part of the network fails permanently, though temporary partitions can occur. Any
process p can eventually send a message to any other process ¢ if it continually triesto send until it receives
an acknowledgment. Recent studiesshow that the Internet behaves in much thisway [Golding91b, Long91].

3 Epidemic communication

Epidemic communication schemes provide communication between processes in a group, with weak guar-
antees on the consistency between them. In general, thereis anon-zero probability that two processes agree
on the state of a system, and eventually al processes are guaranteed to agree if no further updates occur.
M ost operations performed by a group of processes are first performed at only one process, and the results
are later propagated to the others.

We have developed new epidemic communication protocols that guarantee, first, that every process
will eventually observe an update, and second, that any process can determine whether every process has
observed some update [ Golding914]. Thefirst guaranteeisprovided by existing protocols, while the second
is not.

LA version of the timestamped anti-entropy protocol workswith unsynchronized clocksthat need only to be strictly increasing at
each process and to satisfy Lamport’s happens-before condition. Our group membership protocols work with asynchronousclocks
aswell.



Thefirst guarantee, which ensuresthat every process eventually observes every group operation, can be
stated formally:

Condition 1 (Eventual consistency) If an operation occurs at a process p at (real) time ¢, the operation
will eventually be observed at any other process ¢, as long as the update is not superseded by another
update, and ¢ isa member of the group at sometimet’ > ¢.

This condition extendsthat in previouswork only to handle processes that join the group after an update
occurs. Process ¢ can join the group at any time before, during, or after ¢. This guarantee ensures that
processes cannot join and leave the group so often that some updates are lost.

The group join and leave protocols must be crafted so as not to compromise this guarantee. The leave
protocol we will present ensures that every process delays |eaving long enough that ordinary epidemic
communication propagates all its updates to every other process.

This guarantee is not met in oneimportant case: when a process permanently fails and loses data. Our
original formulation of the guarantee assumed that processes never failed permanently. However, in ared
system many different problems can cause a process to lose data. No epidemic replication scheme can be
free from this vulnerability, since operations are only performed at one process. A window of vulnerability
must exist while the datais being sent to other processes. In practice the duration can often be reduced by
disseminating the new updates rapidly, but real networks do not alow complete certainty. We will return to
thistopic when we discuss failure recovery.

The second guarantee provided by timestamped anti-entropy protocolsis as follows:

Condition 2 (Detectable consistency) Assume an update occurs at (real) time ¢, and let M be the set
of processes that were members at time ¢. A group member process p can eventually determine that all
processesin M have either observed the update or failed.

This guarantee allows processes to perform consistent operations, if necessary, on distributed data
even though the communication protocols do not enforce consistency. Existing epidemic protocols rely
on probabilistic methods to detect consistency, and hence must either accept erroneous results, or delay
consistent operations for long periods. The group membership protocolswe will present use this guarantee
to detect when al group members have observed a membership change.

Note that we have not included any guarantees on message delivery order. Epidemic communication
protocols can deliver messages in many different orders, many of which do not respect causality. This
allows the protocol s to use efficient communication mechanisms.

3.1 Timestamped anti-entropy

We havedevel oped an epidemi c communi cation protocol,, timestamped anti-entropy, that providesboth these
guarantees [Golding91d]. The protocol works, in general, by maintaining information on what updates and
acknowledgmentsit has received from which processes. Pairs of processes occasionally exchange updates
until they are mutually consistent. We have also developed a similar protocol that requires O(n?) state per
process but alows unsynchronised clocks. This protocol was discovered independently by Agrawa and
Mal pani [Agrawal91].

Processes maintain asummary timestamp vector to record what updatesthey have observed [M attern88].
Process A records a timestamp ¢ for process B, if A has observed all updates generated at B up to time
t on B’s clock. Each process maintains one such timestamp in its timestamp vector for every process in
the group. The vector provides a fast mechanism for transmitting summary information about the state of a
Process.



Each process also maintains an acknowl edgment timestamp vector to record what messages have been
acknowledged by other processes. If process A holds atimestamp ¢ for process B, A knows that B has
received every message from any sender with timestamp lessthan or equal to ¢. Process B periodically sets
itsentry in its acknowledgment vector to the minimum timestamp recorded in its summary vector; thiswill
beviewed by A inlater exchanges and become apart of its acknowledgment vector. This mechanism makes
progress as long as process clocks are loosely synchronised and the acknowledgement vector is updated
regularly. A process can determinethat every other group member process has observed a particular update
by looking at its local acknowledgment vector.

From time to time, a process will select another process and start an anti-entropy session. A session
begins with the two processes exchanging their summary and acknowledgment vectors. Each process can
determineif it has updates the other has perhaps not yet observed, if some of its summary timestamps are
greater than the corresponding ones of its partner. These updates can be sent to the other process using a
reliable stream protocol. The session ends with an exchange of acknowledgment messages. If any step of
the exchangefails, either process can abort the session. If thismechanismisused asthe only communication
between processes, each update is sent exactly once to each process. We have proven that this mechanism
guarantees that every process will eventually observe al updates [Golding914)].

4 Epidemic group membership

A group is defined as a set of members. It comes into existence when the first member initializes it, and
ceases to exist when the last member leaves. Each group has a unique identity, so every newly-initialized
group is distinct from al other groups, past or present. Processes become members by executing a join
protocol, and stop either by failing or by executing a leave protocol.

The problem of group membership is determining the set of processes that make up a group. In our
model, each member process maintains a view of the group membership. The view defines the set of
processes a member believes are a part of the group at any given time. A member process will always have
itself initsview.

The group view may also contain application-specific shared state information. A process updates the
shared state by using epi demic communicationto propagate changes to members currently initsgroup view.
Our group views a so contain internal information for use by the group membership protocols, such as status
and timestamps. These will be discussed with our implementationin Section 5.

There are four group operations in the model of group membership discussed in this paper:

Initialization: create anew group.

Join: add a new process to agroup. Transfer a copy of the shared state to the new process.
Leave: agroup member voluntarily leaves. Coordinate state transfer from the leaving member.
Failurerecovery: the group recovers from member failure and g ects failed member from group.

As noted earlier, existing group membership protocols provide consistent views of group membership;
that is, every group member observes changes to the membership in the same order. We guarantee the
following: if, at any time, all group membership changes cease, processes will then converge to a single
consistent view. More specifically, given the last such change in membership at time ¢, the probability that
two processes, p and ¢, disagree on group membership at time ¢ + § goes to zero as ¢ increases. The same
holds with respect to each process' view of the membership status of individual processes.

The view information for one group can be represented as a knows-about directed graph K = (P, £).
For processes p and ¢, therewill bean edge (p, ¢) inthegraphif ¢ isin p’sview, and an edge (¢, p) if pisin
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¢'sview. Therewill be an edge (p, p) for every processthat believesit is part of the group. The set of such
vertices (processes) isthe member set M.

Thestructure of the knows-about graph is correct at any timeiff all processes can eventually convergeto
the sameview. Since view informationis propagated along edgesin the graph, every process p that believes
it ispart of the group should bein the transitive closure of the edges directed away from every other process
that believesitself amember.

Definition 1 (Correctness) Let M bethe set of processes p € P for which thereare edges (p, p) € F. Let
E* bethetransitiveclosureof . K iscorrect iff (Vp € M)(Vqg € M)((p,q) € E*).

Every group operation must preserve the correctness of the knows-about relation. As part of this,
whenever aprocess joinsor leavesthe group, it must find other processesto act asits sponsor. The sponsors
are the source of the new member’s state, and membership information propagates from the sponsors to
other existing members.

The membership system should be able to withstand some number £ of simultaneous permanent process
failures without compromising the correctness of members' views. If processes never fail permanently,
then the mechanismsin this paper will work correctly if every process obtains one sponsor when they join.
However, if they can permanently fail then it is possible to obtain an incorrect knows-about graph. A
knows-about graph that can withstand up to % simultaneous process failures and still be correct iscaled a
k-resilient membership graph.

Definition 2 (k-resilience) Aknows-about graph K isk-resilientifitiscorrect after any k or fewer vertices
(processes) are deleted from K.

Note that this definition of resilience is only concerned with group membership information. As we
noted in the last section, process failures can cause an update to shared state to be lost if that update has
not propagated to other (non-faulty) processes. Therefore &-resilience impliesthat shared state updates will
propagate from one non-faulty process to another in the face of % failures.

The membership protocols are correct if they transform one correct knows-about graph into another.
They are k-resilient if they transform one correct, k-resilient graph into another. The proof of the following
lemmais straightforward:

Lemmal For any two members m,m’ € M, a correct knows-about digraph A can be viewed as a flow
graph with source m and sink m’. K is k-resilient if, for all members m, m’ € M, the minimum vertex cut
of the associated flow graph with source m, sink m’ isat least & + 1.

Proof: If the minimum vertex cut of the flow graph from m to m’ is at least k& + 1, then up to &
vertices can be removed from K while maintaining a path from m to m’. Cal the set of failed
processes I'; |F'| < k. Thereis an edge (m,m’) in the transitive closure of K" — F. Since this
condition holds for all pairs of members, the knows-about graph is still correct after removing the
failed processes F'. O

The membership protocol s defined in the next section ensure that this condition holds by constructing a

(k + 2)-clique in the knows-about graph around every member as it joins, and ensures that every process
stays part of a(k + 2)-clique as processes leave or fail.

5 Protocolsfor epidemic group management

In this section we will present the group membership protocolsin detail. These protocolsallow for creating
a new group, joining and leaving a group, and handling member failure. We will discuss how these
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protocols provide k-resilience, and why they do not interfere with the guarantees provided by epidemic
communication.

5.1 Datastructures

Each member process maintains a view of the group membership, defining the set of processesit believes
are a part of the group. The view containsalist of each member, its status, and two timestamps:

view: list of (process, status, timestamp, aetimestamp)

Updatestothelist are propagated between processes using normal epidemic communication methods. Sta-
tus and timestamp are used for group membership information; aetimestamp is used by the timestamped
anti-entropy protocol.

Every processinthelist hasastatus. A processthat ispart of the group will have status member, while
one that has voluntarily left the group will have status left. A failed process is marked as failed. The left
and failed records are maintained for a period of time so the i nformation can propagate to other processes
—that is, until all processes have reached consensus on the status of the failed process. These records are
often called death certificates, and are used in other systems that allow temporary inconsistency [Bloch87,
Demers39]. The communication protocol alows a process to determine when consensus has been reached,
so these records can safely be purged.

Thetimestamp for process p records the clock at p, clock(p, t) when the process entered its current state.
For failed status the timestamp can either be some value of ‘infinity’, or an approximation obtained from
another process' clock. The approximation must be distinct from any clock value from the failed process.
Thiswill be taken up in more detail in Section 5.5.

5.2 Initializinganew group

A process can create anew group by performing an initialization operation. This doestwo things. First, it
creates anew group identity. Second, it sets up a membership view at the process. The view contains only
theinitializing process, with status member at time zero. Sincethereisonly one processin the group, there
are no concerns about consistency or failure resilience.

Until &£ additional members have joined the group, there is no possibility of k-resilience. The join
protocol presented in Section 5.3 will form a complete knows-about graph when the membership is small
(e n<=k+2).

53 Groupjoin

A process joins a group by finding one or more group members, then contacting them until it has obtained
enough sponsorsamong the current membership to ensure k-resilience. We assume the existence of afault-
tolerant method by which processes can find other processes, such as broadcasting, well-known addresses,
or alocation service. The method must always provide at least one location that is a member. Processes
leaving the group will return forwarding addresses to other members.

To keep the knows-about graph %-resilient, a processjoining the group must obtain % + 1 sponsorsbefore
becoming a full-fledged group member. If thisisimpossible because the group is too small, the graph is
kept as resilient as possible by using all members as sponsors. These sponsors put the processin their view,
meeting the fault-tolerance criterion. The basic protocol is as follows:

1. Obtain alist of possible group members using the location method. As noted above, this list must
include at least one group member.



5.
6.

The new process constructs a view containing only itself, with status pending member.

Send a message to one possible member from the list, requesting sponsorship of that process. The
message includes a copy of the joining process’ view. If the possible member no longer exists, the
message fails. If it has aforwarding address for a member, it sends back the address, which is added
to the list of possible members. If the process accepts sponsorship, it replies with a copy of itsview,

which ismerged into thejoining process' view and the processesin it are added to thelist of possible

members.

The previous step is repeated until & + 1 processes have accepted sponsorship, or until al group
members are sponsors.

The process changes its status to member.

(Optional.) The process performs anti-entropy with each of its sponsors.

Thejoining processis considered to be agroup member after changing its statusto member.

Theorem 1 The above protocol preserves k-resilience in the knows-about graph.

Proof: The process j isjoining a group with members M. Assumethat theset 5 C M isthe set of
sponsorsit obtains; |S| = & 4+ 1. Denote the knows-about graph before this protocol is executed as
K s, which isassumed to be k-resilient.

After executing thisprotocol, up to & failuresoccur intheset F' = { f1,..., fr}. Assumethat j & F.
The failed processes can be divided into two sets: the membersof Fis = F' N .S are sponsorsfor 7,
and thoseof Iy = F'N (M — 5) arenot.

For every member m that hasnot failed (m € M — F), thereisapath m, . . ., m, inthe knows-about
graph, where m € 5, since|.S| > |F| and the original knows-about graph is k-resilient. Sincethere
is an edge (ms, j) in the new knows-about graph, for every functioning member m thereis a path
My, Mg, ]

The same argument holds in reverse for paths from j to al other membersin M — F, so the new
knows-about graph is correct after up to & failures. Thereforeit is k-resilient. O

n addition, the protocol forms a n-clique when the number of members n isnot morethan &£ + 2. Once

ak + 2-cliqueisreached, k-resilience is established.

5.4

Group leave

When amember leaves the group, it must not cause the knows-about rel ation to become lessthan k-resilient,
or even incorrect. This can happen when removing the member from the group causes the minimum
vertex-cut to drop below £ + 1 vertices. Further, it must ensure that all updates are propagated to other
Processes.

To alleviate this problem, a process that wants to leave the group must do so in two steps.

1

2

. Theprocess declaresitsintent to leave by changing its status to left and performing anti-entropy with

one or more other members.

. The process then waits until all processes that were group members at the time it declared its intent

have observed the status change. Then the member can destroy its state.
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During this delay, the process cannot perform new updates, and so should not accept new operations.
However, it must maintain all its state and actively participate in anti-entropy sessions with all comers.

The delay ensures that the knows-about graph cannot become vulnerable to & or fewer failures, and
that no updates performed at the process will be lost. This also ensures that the leaving process does not
compromisethe correctness condition for epidemic communi cation. The delay completeswhen all members
have observed that the process expressed its intent to leave. This requires a chain of anti-entropy events
starting after time ¢ between it and all other members.

When the last process leaves a group, the group ceases to exist. Name or location services should be
informed.

Theorem 2 The leave protocol preserves k-resilience in the knows-about graph aslong asat least & + 1
processes remain in the group.

Proof: Consider any path mq,...,m, in the knows-about graph. Assume some subset
{l1,...,ln} C {mo,...,m,_1} of these have declared their intent to leave the group. With-
out loss of generality, assumethat /1 isthefirst to find that its change has been observed by all group
members, and that this occurs at time ¢1. At timet, > t;, the second process [, will find that it
has met its condition and will cease to exist. Assume that the knows-about graph is k-resilient for
t < t1. Thenfor the period t; < t < t, the part of the path m_1, 11, mg41 can be replaced by the
sequence my_1, mi+1 Since mi_1 must know about all members that /1 knew about. These steps
can be repeated for each member as it leaves the group.

Since the graph was originally k-resilient, after some k failures there must still be some path
ma, ..., m, between any two processes. This path will still exist after /5 .. .1, leavethegroup. O

Aswiththejoin protocol, thisprotocol forms an-clique when there are fewer than & + 1 group members.

5.5 Failurerecovery

Finally, we discuss a method for failure recovery that is no more expensive than the other operations.
Processes can exhibit either temporary performance failures or permanent failures. Host rebooting, transient
load, and network router failure are typical temporary failures. A process that has permanently failed will
never recover, or recovery will take so long that it might as well be forever. Extended repair, disaster,
or unexpected removal from service are permanent failures. We assume a standard probabilistic failure
detection mechanism such as timeouts.

Epidemic communication protocol s already handle temporary failures. Soon after the process recovers,
it will begin receiving rumors and anti-entropy sessions. Between its state on stable storage and the
information preserved at other processes, these operations will catch it up to the current state of the system.

Permanent failures are a different problem. Most seriously, they compromise the guarantees provided
by the replication protocols. Information that has not propagated out of the failed process may be trapped
there and lost. Without remedy, this would be especialy serious for group information, as it could create
an incorrect knows-about relation. For example, a single process that has just joined the group with one
sponsor can become isolated from the rest of the group if its sponsor fails.

Theonly way to solvethis problemisto ensurethat informationisrecorded at several processes before a
group membership operation is complete. The group membership protocols as given maintain a k-resilient
knows-about graph, where information is always recorded by at least & + 1 processes.

When a process must be g ected from the group, the knows-about graph can becomelessthan k-resilient,
just as with group leaves. If we were only concerned with resilience to /4 failed processes over al time, the



loss of one failed process would not cause a loss of resilience; only & — 1 failures would be possible and
k — Lresilience still holds. However, if agroup islarge enough we can do better by re-obtaining 4-resilience
even though asmany as k processes have aready failed. Aslong asthe number of membershas not dropped
below £ + 1, anti-entropy among the memberswill eventually restore k-resilience. In fact, anti-entropy will
eventually generate a complete graph among the membersif the membership is stable long enough.

Ejection is handled as follows: when process p finds that process f has faled, it marks f as status
failed in itsview, and sets the timestamp of the status change to infinity. Thiswill prevent a process from
recovering and claiming to be a group member, then polluting the data base with out-of-date information.
Anti-entropy and rumor-mongery will spread this information to all other group members. Process f is
gjected, and the failure recovered from, when all group members have observed its failure. Aswith group
leaves, k-resilience is restored once all members have observed the ejection.

This approach leaves the group vulnerable for the time it takes to restore k-resilience. The length of
timethe group isvulnerable can be decreased by increasing therate at which members perform anti-entropy.

6 Experimental results

We are eval uating the performance and fault tolerance of these protocols, and we are implementing them as
part of two different systems.

The performance of the group membership protocol sdepends mostly on the performance of the epidemic
communication protocols. We have modelled a system of » processes as a Markov system with O(n?)
states, with each state labelled with the number of processes available and the number that have observed
the update. Data loss due to permanent site failure appears to be negligible in systems like the Internet,
where sites stay in service for severa years. The usua approximationsto stable storage, such as delayed
writeback from volatile storage, is also a negligible problem. We have found that the time required for a
system to reach agreement increases approximately as the log of the number of processes, and that under
reasonable update and read rates information islikely to propagate to most sites before it is needed. We are
extending this performance evaluation to include a more complex model of transient network and process
failures, and to evaluate the message traffic induced by these protocols.

These protocols are being implemented in two systems. The refdbms system implements a distributed
bibliographic database. It isbeing implemented by one of us as vehiclefor gathering performance measures
of alarge-scale wide-area distributed application [Golding92]. The tattler system is a distributed perfor-
mance monitor for the Internet that collects statisticson host availability. 1t isbeing built by Long [Long92]
at UC Santa Cruz, as part of his research into distributed system reliability. These systems will provide
insight on how difficult these group membership protocols are to implement.

7 Summary

Group membership operations can use semantics similar to those provided by epidemic communication
protocols: that all processes will eventually see changes, but that only one or afew see the change initialy.
We have shown that basic epidemic communication protocols can maintain their correctness when used in
a group with dynamically changing membership.

Our group membership protocolsprovidefour operations: initialization, join, leave, and failurerecovery.
Each of these protocols proceeds immediately at only a few processes, providing better scalability than
existing consistent group membership protocols. The operations maintain a view of group membership at
each process that records the members that process knows about. A knows-about graph is defined by these
views, and the protocols take care to maintain its correctness even in the presence of a few failures. In



particular, the graph is said to be k-resilient if up to & members can fail and not compromise the graph.
Thejoin and leave protocol s have been shown to preserve k-resilience. These agorithmshandle permanent
failure — as distinguished from transient failure — though it reduces the resilience of the knows-about graph
until it isrestored by normal epidemic propagation.

Aninitial performance investigationindicatesthat these protocols propagate information rapidly among
processes, and are reliable even in the face of high failure rates.
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