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Summary. We propose a new approach for modeling extreme values that are measured in time and space. First
we assume that the observations follow a Generalized Extreme Value (GEV) distribution for which the location,
scale or shape parameters define the space-time structure. The temporal component is defined through a Dy-
namic Linear Model (DLM) or state space representation that allows to estimate the trend or seasonality of the
data in time. The spatial element is imposed through the evolution matrix of the DLM where we adopt a process
convolution form. We show how to produce temporal and spatial estimates of our model via customized Markov
Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) simulation. We illustrate our methodology with extreme values of ozone levels pro-
duced daily in the metropolitan area of Mexico City and with rainfall extremes measured at the Caribbean coast
of Venezuela.
Some key words: Spatio-temporal process, Extreme values, GEV distribution, Process convolutions, MCMC,
ozone levels.
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Fig. 1. Daily maxima of ozone concentration at station Merced in Mexico City from 1990 to 2002.
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Fig. 2. Daily maxima of ozone concentration at Merced from 1990 to 2002, posterior means for ( ��� , ��� ) and 90%
posterior probability interval for � �
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Fig. 3. Daily maxima of ozone concentrations. 95% and 5% quantiles for time-varying model.
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Fig. 4. Diagnostic for the time-varying model fitted to the data observed at Merced between 1990 and 2002. (a)
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Fig. 5. Posterior distribution of � for ozone data.

(a)

Time

 

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

0
40

80
12

0

rainfall
µt

(b)

Time

 

NAO index

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

−
4

−
2

0
2

4

Fig. 6. (a) Maiquetı́a monthly observations from 1961 and posterior mean of ��� . (b) Monthly values of NAO index from
1961.



8 G. Huerta and B. Sansó
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Fig. 8. RAMA stations, kernel and interpolation grid positions. The stations are denoted with a three letters code. The
kernel centers are denoted with ��� . The grid points correspond to the locations used to obtain the values shown in
Figure 11. The continuous line corresponds to the boundaries of Mexico City.
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Fig. 9. Daily maxima for 1999 (dots) and posterior estimate of the �	� 
 � quantile of the GEV distribution at each time
point. (continuous line). The quantile is based in a leave-one-out analysis. The chosen stations correspond to locations
in the NE, NW, SE and SW respectively, as shown in Figure 8.
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Fig. 10. � � diagnostics for four of the stations using the posterior predictions based on leaving one station out at a time.
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Fig. 11. Posterior estimate of the �	� 
 quantile of the space-time GEV distribution for a 
 ����
 � resolution grid. Dots
correspond to the locations of the stations. The boundary of Mexico City is shown as a reference. The contour lines
correspond to fixed ozone levels in ppm.
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